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trade privileges. Contemporary authority is not lacking for
the view that the Duke of Milan was treacherous enough to
inform Bayezid of the forthcoming Crusade of Nicopolis and
thus put him on his guard against the last serious attempt in
the Middle Ages to save the East.1 Little help towards the
holy cause could be expected from states which, openly and
unscrupulously, placed their material interest before all pious
considerations. Such help as was furnished by Venice on
various occasions, was more or less wrested from the Re-
public after long negotiations and procrastinations.
On the purely religious side, the Papacy naturally had
been the main pillar of the crusading movement. Yet
here, again, as in the political sphere of European history,
the march of events was equally discouraging. The three
periods and the three series of problems of the Babylonish
Captivity, the Great Schism and the Conciliar Movement
absorbed much of the public attention that might have been
devoted to the Crusade. Moreover, thinkers of the time
began in varying degree to question older views as to the
authority of the Pope. Of the milder type we have, among
others, MarsigHo di Padua (1270-1334), the famous author
of the Defensor Pads and his French helper Jean de Jandun
(ob. 1328), William of Occam * (1280-1347), John of Goch
(i40o?-75), and John of Wesela (ob. 1489). Of the,
violent and extremist type it is sufficient to mention John
Wyclif (1327-84) and his Lollard disciples in England and
John Huss (^369-1415) and his noble follower Jerome of
Prague in Bohemia, In a world of such passion and such
controversy, and such forced expenditure of intelligence on
problems touching the very foundations of medieval society,
the need for holy war was thrust into the background.
On the economic side, too, there was much that was
symptomatic of the passing of the old order. The Black
Death (1347-50) with its 'cataclysmic' effects on manual
1 Froissart (cd. Kervyn), XV, 252-4; Scrvitcur de GUI dc Blois (in Ker-
vyn's Froissart), XV, 465; Chronicon Flandriae, in Corp, GAron. Fiend*, I,
346; cf. Atiya, Crusade of Nicopolis, 62-3, 182, (Reference will be made in
future to the last work as Nicopolis)
* Flick, Decline of the Med. Church, I, 194-204.
*C UUraann, 'Reformers before the Reformation (2 vok, Edinburgh,
1855-60), I, 17 et seq,, 217 et seq*